
 
 

Call to Action: Resolution Calling for a National 
Response to Abuse of Adults with Disabilities  
 
Please add your name (and, if possible, your organization�s) to this first of its kind resolution calling for 
national action to address the abuse neglect, and exploitation of adults with disabilities - ALL adults with 
disabilities where ever their place of residence and regardless of their age.  
 
The resolution does not advocate for any particular piece of legislation. By signing it you are merely 
affirming that abuse of adults with disabilities is a serious problem which merits serious national attention. 
 
The resolution was created through a joint effort of NAPSA and The Arc of Aurora, CO. In addition to the 
original resolution being adopted by individuals and allied organizations nationwide, a modified version of 
the resolution was adopted by The Arc of the United States Congress of Delegates on November 14, 
2009. That modified resolution did not impact the intent or goal, and between the modified and original 
resolution, it has been adopted by over 200 people and organizations to date. 
 
 If you have not yet had the opportunity to sign this important resolution and would like to do so, please e-
mail Aubrey Grant at aubrey.grant@apsnetwork.org with the subject line �Resolution.� If your e-mail 
address does not include your name (or your organization�s), please be sure to include it in the body of 
the message so it can appear on the signature page. You are also urged to forward the resolution to your 
colleagues, friends and family members for their endorsement as well. 
 

A RESOLUTION to Promote Collaborative Leadership  
to Address Abuse, Neglect and Exploitation of Vulnerable Populations 

   
Whereas according to the 2007 U.S. Census estimate, approximately 52.4 million Americans 
are 60-years or older; and 

Whereas according to the 2002 U.S. Census, approximately 51.2 million Americans (18.1 
percent of the population) live with a wide array of physical, cognitive, and/or emotional 
disabilities; and 

Whereas a disability is a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more of a 
person's major life activities and can include mental illness or a physical or developmental 
disability; and 

Whereas people aged 60-years or older and/or adults with disabilities must be assured that no 
policy or law would renounce their rights, including the right to have a voice in decision-making 
through self determination and self direction in all areas of their daily life and in public policy 
decisions affecting them; and 

Whereas people aged 60-years or older and/or adults with disabilities should not have to pick 
between being institutionalized or being abused, exploited or neglected; and 
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Whereas people aged 60-years or older and/or adults with disabilities must be provided 
equipment, assistance, and support services necessary for full productivity, provided in a way 
that promotes dignity, equal access and independence; and 

Whereas people aged 60-years or older and/or adults with disabilities are vulnerable 
populations because they have unique lifestyles and needs, and share a combined risk for 
increased victimization because of their reliance on other people for life supports including but 
not limited to activities of daily living and money management; and 

Whereas people aged 60-years and older: 

• experience 90% of abuse and neglect incidents by known perpetrators, usually family 
members such as adult children or spouses; and 

• experience shows that 42% of murder victims over age 60 were killed by their own offspring; 
and 

• spouses were the perpetrators in 24% of family murders; and 
• according to the Bureau of Justice Statistics, the eldest of our seniors -- 80+ years -- are 

abused and neglected at 2-3 times the rate of all other senior citizens; and 

Whereas adults with developmental disabilities: 

• are statistically more likely than those without disabilities to be victims of crimes; and 
• according to the Crime Control and Prevention Act of 2007, each year an estimated 5 million 

cases of abuse are committed against persons with developmental disabilities and more 
than 70 percent of those crimes are not reported; and 

• research suggests that 97 to 99 percent of abusers are known and trusted by the victim who 
has intellectual disabilities; and 

• experience a majority of abuse perpetrated by family members and peers with disabilities, 
and disability professionals; and    

• may experience sexual violence at rates as high as 83% (women) and 32% ( men). 

Whereas 81% of people with mental illness who are patients in a facility: 

! have been physically or sexually assaulted, research suggests.  

Whereas women with physical disabilities: 

! Sixty-two percent (62%) report experiencing emotional, physical or sexual abuse.  

Whereas the failure to coordinate activities relating to, and to comprehensively prevent and treat 
abuse, neglect, and exploitation of vulnerable adults threatens the futures and well-being of 
millions in the United States;  

Now, therefore, be it resolved that the problems of abuse, neglect, and exploitation of vulnerable 
adults requires a comprehensive, collaborative effort of national organizations and other leaders 
dedicated to supporting older persons and adults with disabilities that includes Adult Protective 
Services and health, mental health, criminal justice, legal, advocacy and social service agencies 
and organizations;  
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Further, be it resolved that this collaborative effort shall provide leadership and critical 
assistance for and with vulnerable populations by working together to promote: 



 
 

• Self determination that advances the role of self advocacy by older persons and adults with 
disabilities in the decision and policy making that impacts their lives 

• Leadership to address the abuse, neglect, and exploitation of the Nation's older persons and 
adults with disabilities 

• Federal legislation that provides resources for prevention, reporting, investigation, 
assessment, treatment, and prosecution efforts of abuse, neglect, and exploitation of older 
persons and adults with disabilities throughout all levels of government; 

• Resources to States and communities to provide for and improve protective services and to 
promote justice for older persons and adults with disabilities; 

• Standardization to increase the professionalization and effectiveness of Adult Protective 
Services in the United States; 

• Coordinated planning and development of standards of care for victims of abuse, neglect 
and exploitation in all levels of government through partnering with Adult Protective 
Services, health, mental health, criminal justice, legal, advocacy, and social service 
agencies and organizations that work to eliminate, mitigate, or respond to situations of 
abuse, neglect, and exploitation of older persons and adults with disabilities; and  
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• Sharing knowledge relevant to protecting older persons and adults with disabilities through 
comprehensive improvements to the nation's Adult Protective Service systems. 



 
 

All organizations concerned with the abuse, neglect and exploitation of adults with 
disabilities of any age are encouraged to adopt this resolution. 
 
This resolution has been adopted by: 
 
Organizations 
 
• Disability, Abuse & Personal Rights Project of 

SPECTRUM INSTITUTE (CA) 
• The Academy for Professional Excellence, San Diego 

(CA) 
• The Arc of Adams County (CO) 
• ARC Thrift Stores (CO) 
• Association for Community Living in Boulder (CO) 
• Autism Society of Colorado 
• Colorado Department of Human Services 
• Colorado Developmental Disabilities Council  
• Former CO State Rep. Gwyn Green, Gerontological 

LCSW 
• Mile High Down Syndrome Association (CO) 
• Parent to Parent (CO) 
• The Arc of Arapahoe & Douglas (CO) 
• The Arc of Aurora (CO) 
• The Arc of Colorado 
• The Arc of Denver (CO) 
• The Arc of Jefferson County (CO) 

• The Arc of Larimer County (CO) 
• The Arc of Mesa County (CO) 
• The Arc of Pikes Peak Region (CO) 
• The Arc of Pueblo (CO) 
• The Arc of Weld County (CO) 
• The Legal Center for People with Disabilities & Older 

People (CO) 
• Montgomery County Health Department (IL) 
• Massachusetts Disabled Persons Protection 

Commission 
• Olmsted County Adult Protection Team of Rochester 

MN 
• Lifespan of Greater Rochester (NY) 
• National Adult Protective Services Association 

(NAPSA) 
• National Council on Crime and Delinquency 
• Ohio Coalition for Adult Protective Services 
• Hamilton County Job and Family Services (OH) 
• Volunteers of America 

 
 
Individuals 
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Catherine Stakely (AL) 
Mario Gonzalez (AZ) 
Velda K Jones (AZ) 
Brad Parks LCSW (CA) 
Dawn Gibbons, LCSW (CA) 
Doris Jones, MA (CA) 
Erika Falk (CA) 
Jacqueline Jones (CA) 
Krista Brown (CA) 
Lori Delagrammatikas (CA) 
Mary Counihan (CA) 
Nora J. Baladerian, Ph.D. (CA) 
Scott Morken (CA) 
Tish Bianez, MSW (CA) 
Anne Kincaid (CO) 
Clinica Tepeyac (Globeville, CO)  
CO State Senator Suzanne Williams 
Debra Crum (CO) 
Don Reeder (CO) 
Donald E. McNeal (CO) 
Escuela Tlatelolco (CO) 

Frank Zavarol (Denver, CO) 
Gail Zink, MSW (CO) 
Jackie O�Bryan (CO) 
Jean Solis (CO) 
Jeanette Hensley (CO) 
Jesse Ogas (Lakewood, CO) 
Jim White (CO) 
Joanne Otto (CO) 
Lisza Gulyas (CO) 
Lloyd Lewis (CO) 
Mary Mayotte (Denver, CO) 
Michael A. Fabrizio (CO) 
Nita Gonzales (CO) 
Pat Davis (CO) 
Sandy Toscano (CO) 
Terri L. Fabrizio 
Wendy Rosanova (CO) 
Marie Connolie (DC) 
Vivian Frazier (DC) 
Robert Anderson (FL) 
Yinka Adeshina (FL) 

Deanna Mosley (GA) 
Margery Kellar (GA) 
Alice Hayes (IL) 
Aubrey Grant (IL) 
Bette MacLennan (IL) 
Carol Aronson (IL) 
David Mitchell (IL) 
Desiree Wilson (IL) 
Holly Ramsey-Klawsnik (IL) 
Ida Anger (IL) 
Jennie Piper (IL) 
Jennifer Mugnaini (IL) 
John Ridings, PhD (IL) 
Justine Osun (IL) 
Katherine L. Seketa-Stefancic, M.A. 
(IL) 
Louise Starmann (IL) 
Lucie Caron (IL) 
Lynda Dautenhahn (IL) 
Lynn Sellers (IL) 
Marilyn G. Mason, LCSW (IL) 



 
 

Ranelle Eigsti (IL) 
Sgt. Debra Dell (IL) 
Sylvia Mahle (IL) 
Patrick D. Calkins (IN) 
Bessie Walker (KS) 
Deborah Andrejco (KY) 
Pamela Teaster, Ph.D. (KY) 
Steven Fisher (KY) 
Donny Smith (LA) 
Hugh Eley (LA) 
Terry Garner (LA) 
Mary Walz-Watson, RN,BS, SANE 
(MA) 
Rose Kennedy (MA) 
Bonnie Klem (MD) 
David Engle (MD) 
Delia Meadows (MD) 
L. Jennifer Roser (MD) 
Lynn Murhpy (MD) 
Marti Lively (MD) 
Valarie Colmore (MD) 
Alexandria Lauritzen (ME) 
Betsy Cantrell (ME) 
Gloria Payne (ME) 
J. Rick Mooers, LSW (ME) 
Ricker Hamilton (ME) 
Susan Gill (ME) 
Candy Hanson (MN) 
Carol Wulf (MN) 
Cheryl Lambert (MN) 
Connie Hodder (MN) 
Deb Tulleen Magee (MN) 
Denise Rahn (MN) 
Jacqueline Meyer (MN) 
Jennifer Kirchen, LSW (MN) 
Karen Carlson, RN (MN) 
Karin Harder (MN) 

Kevin Hansen, J.D. (MN) 
Linda Howard (MN) 
Lindsey Greff, SW  (MN) 
Melissa Sayre (MN) 
Rebecca Burland (MN) 
Richard Schmidt (MN) 
Roxanne Ganje (MN) 
Tara Patet (MN) 
Tina Gullickson (MN) 
Victoria Johannes (MN) 
Anita Ballard (MO) 
Marta Fontaine (MO) 
Edna Clark (MS) 
Catherine Holt (NC) 
Cathy Holt (NC) 
Kay Mantiply-Clark (NC) 
Kay Mantiply-Clark, RN (NC) 
Scott Smith (NC) 
Carol Liesk (NE) 
Cheryl L. Meyers (NH) 
Lynn Koontz (NH) 
Mary Shomas (NH) 
Paula R. Patten (NH) 
Rachel G. Lakin (NH) 
Susan Castano (NJ) 
Jeree Waller, M.S. (NV) 
Art Mason (NY) 
Kelly Matheson (NY) 
Andrew Capehart (OH) 
Fara Waugh (OH) 
Georgia Anetzberger (OH) 
Jennifer Constantino (OH) 
Barbara Kidder (OK) 
Rebekah McGowan (OK) 
Eva Kutas (OR) 
Jennifer Spoeri (PA) 
Joe Snyder (PA) 

Joseph Grailey (PA) 
Marilyn Mock (PA) 
Richard Keys (PA) 
Veronica Comfort (PA) 
Kay Jonsson (TN) 
Brenda Frausto (TX) 
Chrissy Nelson (TX) 
Deborah Cortez (TX) 
Karen Sanness (TX) 
Laurin Parrack (TX) 
Mandy Jenkins (TX) 
Norma Rodriguez (TX) 
Tina Reoh (TX) 
Gail Nardi (VA) 
Teresa Keller (VA) 
Bettie Williams-Watson (WA) 
Bettie Williams-Watson (WA) 
Karen Kent, MSG, LMHC (WA) 
Louise Ryan (WA) 
Page Ulrey (WA) 
Trena McHaley (WA) 
Debbie Walter (WY) 
Jennifer Kelly (WY) 
Alda Mareno 
Bettye Mitchell 
Bettye Mitchell 
Clemie Gregory 
Clemie Gregory 
Dee Spiech 
Kay Codrington 
Mary L Caldwell 
Mary Lou 
Michael Cottone 
Murlene Van Beverhoudt 
Shirley Tenney 
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